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U h  i’ c[
Black History Month
by Lori Beth leager
B l ack H i s t o r y  M onth was 
o b s e r v e d  by The U n i v e r s i t y  of 
M o n t a n a  with a full n onth of 
e ve n t s  c e l e b r a t i n g  A f r i c a n -  
A n e r i c a n  c u l t u r e  and heri t a g e .
The B l a c k  S t u d e n t  Union 
k i c k e d - o f f  B l a c k  H i s t o r y  M onth 
by s p o n s o r i n g  a live video 
t e l e c o n f e r e n c e ,  " B e y o n d  the 
D r e a i  V: A C e l e b r a t i o n  of
B l a c k  History, F e b r u a r y  3,
1 9 9 3 .
On F e b r u a r y  16, BSU a e a b e r s  
p r e s e n t e d  s kits c e n t e r i n g  on 
r a c i s t  as a part of the 
U n i v e r s i t y ' s  " I nto the S t r e e t s "  
p r o grai.
In r e s p o n s e  to the B l a c k
S t u d e n t  U n i o n ' s  c o a a i t i e n t  to 
c u l t u r a l  e d u c a t i o n ,  BSU 
n e n b e r s  s p oke to v arious 
c l a s s r o o i s  acr o s s  M i s s o u l a  
b r i n g i n g  s t u d e n t s  a aes s a g e  
of r a c i a l  h a r aony.
T h r o u g h o u t  the entire aonth 
of F e b r u a r y ,  a p i c t o r i a l  
d i s p l a y  c e l e b r a t i n g  the lives 
and l e g a c i e s  of p r o i i n e n t  
A f r i c a n - A i e r i c a n s  a p p e a r e d  in 
The U n i v e r s i t y  of M o n t a n a  
M a n s f i e l d  Library. This 
d i s p l a y  was put t o g e t h e r  by 
BSU V i c e - P r e s i d e n t ,  Betty 
G r e gory, u t i l i z i n g  p i c t u r e s  
and a r t i c l e s  c o n t r i b u t e d  by 
se v e r a l  BSU a e a b e r s .  The 
p i c t o r i a l  s e r v e d  as a visual 
r e n i n d e r  of the aany 
c o n t r i b u t i o n s  A f r i c a n -  
A i e r i c a n s  have aade, and 
c o n t i n u e  to aake to our 
s ociety.
He have a w o n d e r f u l  h i s t o r y  b e h i n d  us...
It reads like the h i s t o r y  of p e o p l e  in an h e r o i c  age...
If you read the h i s t o r y  of Af r i c a ,  the h i s t o r y  of your 
a n c e s t o r s -  p e o p l e  of w h o a  you s h o u l d  feel pro u d -  you will 
r e a l i z e  that they have a h i s t o r y  that is w o r t h w h i l e .  They 
have t r a d i t i o n s  that have v alue of w h i c h  you can b o a s t  and 
upon w h i c h  you can b a s e  a claia for the r i g h t  to share in 
the b l e s s i n g s  of dea o c r a c y .
He are g o i n g  b a c k  to that b e a u t i f u l  h i s t o r y  and it is 
g oing to i n s p i r e  us to g r e a t e r  a c h i e v e i e n t s .
C a r t e r  G . W o o d s o n
One Creation
donated by Anna tmlfinger
THE M E N T A L  WAR 
S E G R E G A T I O N  
STILL C R E A T E S  IN ME 
I S O L A T I O N
T H O U G H  R O O T E D  DEEP IN OUR HI STORY 
W I T H O U T  EACH OTHER
HE C AN'T BE FREE
MT SONG RINGS A D R E A M
AND H O R D S  OF HOPE
BUT MT VOICE ALONE
C A N ' T  R EACH THE P O K E R
OF O T H E R S  AND THE R E A L I Z A T I O N
TH A T  HE ARE ALL ONE P L A N E T
ONE C R E A T I O N
SO V H E N  YOU COME TO MY DOOR
MY H A N D  IS YOURS NO M A T T E R  WHAT CREED
Y O U R  B E A U T Y  IS YOUR M I N D  NOT YOUR SEIN
AND Y O U R  COLOR IS NO MATTER
FOR THE GRACE YOU SHOW IS BORN IN TOUR SOUL
TO O V E R C O M E  IS OUR A M B I T I O N  AND KISH 
TO L O O S E N  THE STR A I N  OF THE C L E N C H I N G  FIST 
SBT THE HAT R E D  ON FIRE 
AND B R I N G  HAR M T H  AN D  UNITY 
TO ALL HUMANITY.
S. Foehl - A c o u s t i c  J u n c t i o n
Racism, Sexism and 
Isolationism
i am who i am
an editorial by Jolw Harris
Raciso and sexist affect us and our a ctions 
w h e t h e r  we agree or not. He as p e o p l e  have 
s tereotypes of others; and w h e t h e r  we e x p r e s s  these 
feelings with an open voice or in our tinds is the 
diff e r e n c e  in de t e r n i n i n g  if we are to he l a b e l e d  
RACIST, SEXIST, or BIGOT. But, o n l y  a c c e p t a n c e  and 
w i l l i n g n e s s  to change one's t h o u g h t s ,  ideas, and 
actions can change soc i e t y  for the better.
The Black Student U nion's focus d u r i n g  the 
U n iversity's "Into The Streets" p r o g r a t  was on 
isolationist. In the first skit that we p r e s e n t e d ,  
the group decided wh e t h e r  or not to a c c e p t  the 
individual. This process was a fort of b i a s  by the 
group. At first, the individual has hope, but due 
to the personal opinions of those w i t h i n  the group, 
the individual feels isolated and u n w a n t e d .  In the 
second skit, the "fart anital" e x p e r i t e n t ,  one 
anital is left by itself. It c r ies out but t h ere is 
no one there to accept it. The o t h e r  a n i a a l s  b u nch 
up together in their groups, but the "lone sheep" is 
left in the dark- alone and isolated.
You tight have listened to the o p e n i n g  re t a r k s  of 
h atred, talice, and ill-will s e l f - i t p o s e d  by these 
p art i c i p a n t s .  You tight have been s h o c k e d  by the 
slurs and nate tags. There is a r e a s o n  b e h i n d  this: 
the parti c i p a n t s  were c alling out nat e s .  The 
re t a r k s  were racist and sexist. T h e y  w e r e  t e a n t  to 
b r i n g  racist into the light in a fury. H o p e f u l l y  
however, through these actions you w e r e  able to 
focus on racist, sexist, and i s o l a t i o n i s t ,  let's 
face it, preju d i c e  is e v e r y where. Not e v e r y o n e  is 
i n c l u d e d  in our society. The bias t i g h t  be a 
nutber, color, sex, sexual p r e f e r e n c e ,  eye color, or 
even hair color. Only once we a c k n o w l e d g e  o u r - - y e s  
OU R  s hortfalls, can we overcote and a t t a c k  the 
issues and b a r r i e r s  of todern day society.
Ask y ourself:
Hh a t  is it like to be b lack on this s p a r s e l y  
d i v e r s i f i e d  catpus?
H h a t  is it like to be a fetale in this tale 
d o i i n a t e d  society?
Hhat is it like to be gay on our catpus?
And f i n ally-
Hhat can I c h a n g e  about tyself in o rder to take 
s o c i e t y  b e t t e r  as a whole?
by Betty Gregory 
i a n . ..
i at and always have b e e n . .. 
i at m o r t a l i t y  in the f l e s h . .. 
i at t h r o u g h  the pro c e s s  of e v a l u a t i o n . . .  
i at the i t o o r t a l i z e d  soul of the f irst seed 
g r o w n . ..
i at B i l l i o n s  of years of c u l t i v a t i o n  and 
e v o l u t i o n . ..
i at the p o s s e s s o r  of the sate seed w h i c h  cr e a t e d  
all
and t h r o u g h  te does its m o r t a l i t y  p e r p e t u a t e  
i t s e l f . ..
i an, and th r o u g h  the seed of ny c h i l d r e n ' s  
c h i l d r e n . .. 
i will always b e . ..
i an the c u l n i n a t i o n  of nan and w o n a n . . .  
i an b i r t h . ..
i an l i f e . . . t h e  h o p e s . . . t h e  dre a n s  of all... 
i an the p a s t . ..
i an the f u t u r e . ..
i an the b e g e t t e r  who b e g o t  the b e g e t t e r s
i an the g i ver of life to a n o t h e r  life that nay bear
o thers...
i an and will always b e . ..
i a n . ..
you are...
we a r e . ..
o n e . ..
i an who i a n . .. 
i an b l a c k . . .  
i an w h i t e . .. 
i an yell o w . . .  
i an r e d . .. 
i an stro n g . . .  
i an w e a k . .. 
i'n your n other... 
i'n your father... 
i'n your b r o t h e r . .. 
i'n y o u r  sister.., 
i ’n your uncle... 
i'n your a u n t . .. 
i'n your cousin... 
i an your best f r i e n d . .. 
i an your w o rst e n e n y . .. 
i an w ho i an
WH O  AH I ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! can you guess?
The King dome
by Linda HcFarland
J e s t e r s  p l a y  tricks 
p a n t o n i n e s ,  i l l u s i o n s  
with jeers.
E m e r a l d  g r een s h i n e r  
of hope, c a n d l e  b l o w n  out 
leafs tear.
Life of an i n n o c e n t  babe 
a lamb, lab test e d  
e x p o s e d  
coat s h e a r e d  
left n a u g h t
'cept a b u n d l e  of fear.
Ci t y  of A n g e l s
bu rns red hot emb e r s  at n i g h t  
in a p a t c h w o r k  q u i l t  design.
Trees, st a t u e s  of wilds 
ki n g d o m s  shot down 
at the tip of a gold d i g g e r ' s  hat. 
Dust f i l t e r s  into the air 
and cho k e s  the c h i l d r e n ' s  
l a b o r i o u s  b r e a t h s  in the throat. 
Citi e s  rise,
l o o k i n g  up, no trees do I see 
tall b u i l d i n g s  o v e r h e a d ,  sway 
c o n c r e t e  to the grou n d  
g l i s t e n i n g  eyes, each w i n d o w  
like ice on Lone M o u n t a i n  peak, 
M o n u m e n t s  
to n a n ' s  ills 
of m i s p l a c e d  power.
T r e e s  in the fo r e s t s  
fall w i t n e s s  to 
m a n ' s  l u s t i n g  des i r e  
for c o n t r o l ,  
c h ain saws
s l a u g h t e r e d  them down
j e s t e r s  c h u c k l e  and c r a c k l e  w i t h  ire.
Go N o r t h  Hr. king, 
b a t t e r e d  and b r u i s e d  
left to the b a t o n s  of 
the c o n c r e t e  gods, 
a s p h a l t  grass, gravel 
rips b l o o d  red chunks 
of b r o w n  skin 
from R o d n e y ' s  face 
s t r i p p e d  of his rights 
his d i g n i t y  and pride.
The E m e r a l d  G r e e n  E m p i r e
a c a n d l e  of light 
danc e s  in delight, 
s h i m m e r i n g
over the r e c l u s i v e  pond 
p r o t e c t e d  by the forest 
tall a u s t e r e  sent i n e l s ,  stand g uard 
b l u e  spr u c e  and lodge pole pine,
Go n e  w i t h  the wave 
of a w i z a r d ' s  wand, 
c r a c k  of a gavel 
w h i r  of a saw 
the d e l i c a t e  b a l a n c e  
of c h i n a  plac e d  
upon a s tack of dines, 
hope falls 
like trees cut 
down in the w i l d e r n e s s  
s h a r p  n e e d l e s  poke up 
t h r o u g h  b l i s t e r e d  skin 
like thorns 
open s ores left raw.
Phi Beta Sigma
by Lori Yeager
Urn's f irst B lack G r e e k  L e t t e r  F r a t e r n i t y ,  Phi 
Beta Sigma, was f o u n d e d  in 1914 at H o w a r d  U n i v e r s i t y  
and has as its p r i n c i p l e s ,  B r o t h e r h o o d ,  S c h o l a r s h i p  
and S e r vice. T hese p r i n c i p l e s  are e x h i b i t e d  in the 
f r a t e r n i t y  motto, " C u l t u r e  for Se r v i c e  and S e r v i c e  
for H u m a n i t y . "  As one of the e i g h t  p r e d o m i n a n t l y  
B l a c k  G r e e k - L e t t e r e d  o r g a n i z a t i o n s ,  Phi Beta S i gma 
has a m e m b e r s h i p  of over 90, 0 0 0  w i t h  600 c h a p t e r s  
t h r o u g h o u t  the U n i t e d  S tates, S w i t z e r l a n d ,  A f r i c a  
and now, at The U n i v e r s i t y  of M o n t a n a .
Phi B e t a  S i gma c o n s i s t s  of men d e d i c a t e d  to 
e n h a n c i n g  g r eat m inds and p r o m o t i n g  f e l l o wship, 
A f r i c a n - A m e r i c a n  freedom, j u s tice, equal rights, and 
s e r v i c e  to A m e r i c a ' s  c o m m u n i t i e s .  B e i n g  both a 
social and s e r v i c e  o r g a n i z a t i o n ,  Phi Beta Sigma has 
m a n y  p r o g r a m s .  T h e i r  three N a t i o n a l  P r o g r a m s  are 
Social Ac t i o n ,  E d u c a t i o n ,  and B i g g e r  and Better 
B u s i n e s s .
Phi Beta S igma offers the p r o f e s s i o n a l - m i n d e d  
p e r s o n  p e r s o n a l  g rowth, i n n o v a t i v e  and dynamic 
p r o g r a m s ,  l e a d e r s h i p  d e v e l o p m e n t ,  social f u n c t i o n s  
and an o p p o r t u n i t y  for c o m m u n i t y  i n v olvement. If 
you are i n t e r e s t e d  in r e c e i v i n g  more i n f o r m a t i o n  
ab out Phi Beta Sigma F r a t e r n i t y ,  c o n t a c t  S t acy 
E d w a r d s  at 7 28-0634.
A Word From Sam
T w e n t y - f i v e  years ago, a nan was p a s s i n g  t h r o u g h  Mo n t a n a  
l o o k i n g  for a change. In C h i c a g o ,  he had d e alt w i t h  the B l a c k  S t u d e n t  U n i n n  M e e t i n g s
social u n r e s t  and v i o l e n c e  in the s t r u g g l e  for racial
e q u a l i t y .  An a c t i v i s t  for c i vil rights, he w i t n e s s e d  nuch A p r i l  1 3
p o v erty, i n j u s t i c e  and the loss of f r i e n d s  dear to hii. He A p r i l  2 0
did not cone to M i s s o u l a  to escape, o n l y  to c o n t i n u e  his A p r i l  2 7
q u e s t  for huian j u s tice. This tan. U l y s s e s  Doss, a s ked M a y  4
p eop l e  at our U n i v e r s i t y  to accept and love t heir s p i r i t u a l  M a y  1 1
self. He has a d v o c a t e d  p eace w i t h i n  to h e l p  us l e arn to
live with one another. D u r i n g  his s t a y  here he has net luch C o iiip  B e  A  V o i c e !
r e s i s t a n c e  but c o n t i n u e d  to r e t a i n  h o p e f u l .  He has taught 
A f r i c a n - A i e r i c a n  s t u d i e s  for the t w e n t y - f i v e  y e a r s  not only 
to e d u cate, but to fill a n e c e s s a r y  v o i d  that was a b s e n t  at 
this U n i v e r s i t y .  He has t o u c h e d  t h o u s a n d s  of s t u d e n t s  that 
have fought to take his c l a s s e s .  He d e d i c a t e d  his e fforts 
to b e c o i i n g  a fri e n d  to this U n i v e r s i t y  c o n u n i t y .  Indeed 
he will l issed, but we lust c o n t i n u e  to b u i l d  on the 
f o u n d a t i o n  of racial a w a r e n e s s  and h o p e  that Ul y s s e s  has 
laid. He do t hank you, U l y s s e s ,  for s h a r i n g  with us and 
i n s p i r i n g  us by your words. The B SU w i l l  liss you, your 
s t u d e n t s  will liss you, and t r u l y  the U n i v e r s i t y  will liss
you. The torch t h a t  you have passed us w i l l  be c a r r i e d  on L o r i  B e t h  Y e a g e r ,  E d i t o r
here for years  to co ie .
Saiuel K. Thoipson 
Black Student Union President
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